Nuts and Bolts

Membership
Membership is a great way to help support the mission of the Larsen Tractor Museum. It is also a great way to connect with others who have similar interests. Supporters, or Friends, are invited to attend quarterly membership meetings and an annual meeting on the first Saturday in June.
Memberships are available for individuals ($25 or 25 volunteer service hours), families ($35), students ($10 or 10 volunteer service hours), and affiliate organizations ($250).
The membership year begins July 1. The Membership Committee will be mailing out renewal forms in the near future.
Support
Support for LTM operations can be provided through private donations and volunteer service. Friends of the Museum are organized as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation. I turned 85 in November and I had a series of health problems that basically caused a great deal of absenteeism during 2010. I felt it was time to assure a more vigorous and involved leadership. Fortunately Jeremy has had 5 years of experience with the museum and has proven to be competent and skilled in formulating new and innovative approaches to the management, organization and improved visibility of the Museum. In addition, he has worked doubly hard in earning a Master of Science degree enhancing his expertise in the operation of the Museum and providing him with the academic credentials for a leadership position within the University structure.
I am confident that everyone will continue to support the Museum and the programs Jeremy develops through membership, donations and involvement with the Friends, including volunteer support as a Docent. For my part I will continue an intense interest in the program and will serve in support as needed.
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Bill Splinters stands behind a Minneapolis Ford tractor in 1999.
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Unique and Novel
The Larsen Tractor Museum is the only museum that documents the evolution of food production from the hand implements used in pre-revolutionary times through the introduction of machines replacing hand labor transitioning through the development of the tractor from crude machines to the sophisticated machines of today.
Tractor Restoration
One of our important programs has been the restoration of historic tractors to a running condition. Although we do not have room to display them, we hold the original machines leading to conservation tillage, now adopted across the US.
Plowing forward
By Don Edwards, Friends President-Elect ongratulation to Jeremy Steele for becoming the Manager of the Larsen Tractor Museum on January 1, 2011. Thank you to Bill Splinter who established the Museum and for his leadership to make the Museum a one-of-a-kind world unique Museum. While Bill continues to be a resource volunteer and significant supporter of the Museum, the future of the Museum lies with Jeremy and the Friends of the Museum. Everyone who holds membership with the Museum is considered a Friend of the Museum.
Currently, the Museum holds information and data on all tractors tested at the Nebraska Tractor Test Laboratory. Additionally, the Museum has exhibits of tractors used in agriculture and tools that transferred the need for power from the backs of humans and animals to machines. Each of the over 50 tractors or a similar model of the tractor that is on exhibit was tested at the Laboratory. Each tractor made a significant contribution to the efficient and safe operation of the evolution of the tractor as we know them today.
The Larsen Tractor Museum is unique throughout the world. With the responsibility to disseminate information from achieves of this unique one-of-a-kind Museum will take a carefully designed management system. Jeremy has initiated plans and engaged people to draft operating and management procedures for the operation of the Museum. The bottom line is, 'What should the Museum be like and doing in ten years?' Once the question can be answered, funds, staffing, space, user-friendly collections and exhibits can be acquired and put into operation.
Friends of the Museum will be an important component of the future of the Museum. Friends will be called upon for financial support, identifying audience needs, volunteering in supporting the operations of the Museum, and all-around general guidance and support. More emphasis will be placed on the interests and educational needs of the membership. Each member should ask, 'Why should I give my time and resources to the Museum? What do I expect from being a member of the Friends of the Museum?' As a world-wide collection of people with common interests, the Friends have the opportunity to answer these questions. A 1928 Farmall Regular will be auctioned off. The tractor is currently being restored to replicate a white demonstration model. The restored tractor will be offered at public auction at the June event. Bids can be placed either live on-site or by mailing a sealed bid prior to the show. 
Please mail bids to:
